
This year marks my ninth year 
serving on the board of the 
Grand Haven Schools Foundation 
(GHSF), and according to our 
bylaws it’s time to pass the torch 
next summer. Working with this 
talented group of individuals has 
been a gift, and I’m thrilled with the 
progress we’ve made in developing 
the organization and increasing 
the impact for students and staff of 
Grand Haven Area Public Schools 
(GHAPS). The Foundation is set up 

for success, and we’re fortunate to have such a committed 
and visionary Board of Directors working alongside our 
talented Executive Director, Sue Bays.

A heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters and 
volunteers. The past 12 months have been incredibly 
productive as we’ve continued to increase the impact of 
your Grand Haven Schools Foundation. We provided over 
$125,000 in funding during the 2023-2024 school year to 
support GHAPS students and staff, which is a record!  The 
Foundation provided full-tuition preschool scholarships for 
42 students during the last academic year. 

Events such as Art at the Yard, our 30-year Celebration 
Breakfast, and past GHHS Hall of Fame ceremonies helped 
generate significant funds, thanks to your support. 

This is another pivotal year, as we launch a brand-new 
GHSF Community Partners Program.  Businesses and 
individuals now have the opportunity to support the 
Foundation in a more streamlined and impactful way.  
Program members will enjoy increased visibility and 
awareness through one simple annual contribution. 
Proceeds from the Community Partners Program allows 
us to deploy funding to support the students and staff of 
GHAPS faster and more efficiently. If you haven’t heard 
about this program yet, please reach out to our Executive 
Director, Sue Bays, at sbays@ghsf.org, or one of our board 
members and we’d be happy to share more. 
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The Grand Haven Schools 
Foundation (GHSF) is excited 
to introduce our newest 
board member.

Jared Werksma joined the GHSF 
Board of Directors during the past 
year. A native of Grand Haven, Jared 
brings his passion for service and 
communications to the Foundation 
to impact local students. Jared 
works for Northwestern Mutual as 
a Financial Advisor and has past 
experience as an investigative news 
reporter for network affiliates from 
coast to coast. We thank Jared for 
his service and commitment in 
supporting a quality education for 
area students.

The Grand Haven Schools Foundation continues to celebrate its 30th year as a 
local non-profit organization, supporting a quality education for area students 
of Grand Haven Area Public Schools.

Last spring, we welcomed GHSF supporters, parents, school staff and local 
leaders to join us at the GHSF 30 Year Breakfast Celebration to kick-off this 
milestone.

Thank you to all those who came out to support the Foundation and showed 
their dedication to local students and staff.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
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PO Box 272
Grand Haven, MI  49417

GHSF.org
(616) 850-5066

Jared Werksma

Celebrating 30 years 
supporting area students!

TOGETHER, carrying out our mission to support a quality education for area 
students through funding initiatives that help empower learning.

•	 Preschool Scholarships
•	 Mini Grants for Teachers
•	 Field Trip Grants (Title 1 Schools)
•	 New Teacher Classroom Library Grants
•	 District Impact Grants

Our VISION:
To support academic readiness, lifetime learning and success for all.

Our VALUES:
Engage. Educate. Empower.

March 13, 2025
American Dunes Golf Club

UPCOMING:
GHSF Annual Breakfast

Purchase your ticketsPurchase your tickets



The Grand Haven Schools Foundation has awarded over 
$27,000 in grant funds over the past two years to help 
support Math Recovery training for district Math Coaches 
and provided math manipulatives for students in the 
classroom.  

Sara Cooke, one of two Elementary Math Coaches at GHAPS, 
was the Foundation’s keynote speaker at the GHSF 30 Year 
Breakfast Celebration last spring. Sara shared, “With the 
support of GHSF, we have been able to impact professional 
learning, empower teachers in instructional shifts and 
increase student achievement.”

The Math Recovery training helped deepen the coaches 
knowledge on how students develop understanding 
around numeracy and allowed teachers to shift away from 
memorization and rote procedures towards a deeper 
understanding of mathematical concepts. 

“GHSF funding allowed us to purchase math manipulatives 
for teachers in the classroom. Through the use of hands-on 
tools and games, students are building a strong foundation 
of number sense, and we are seeing an increase in joy and 

engagement. These supports have led to a positive impact 
on student achievement,” shared Sara.
At the conclusion of Sara’s speech, she thanked those who 
support the Foundation and make grants like these possible. 
“The work we are doing right here in Grand Haven Area 
Public Schools is making an impact not just day to day, but 
lifelong. As a district, the data clearly shows that we are 
moving in the right direction.” 

	 •	 Despite learning loss due to COVID, our math scores are
		  showing an upward trend.
	 •	 We are 9 percentage points ahead of the midyear
		  national average on the iReady benchmark assessment. 
	 •	 In regards to our benchmark assessment scores, we 
		  are exceeding the national average in math for every 	
		  grade level.

Additional support from GHSF grants and the collective 
efforts from GHAPS Math Coaches are directly benefiting 
students. As scores are rising, students are finding joy in 
their math journey. Thank you to all the GHSF donors who 
make these grants possible.
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“Through the use of math manipulatives like counters, unifix cubes, 10 frames, and bead racks kids are creating 
a much more solid foundation of number sense. With manipulatives, they SEE the math concept. Having different 
tools allows each student to find what works best for them. We have embraced that all brains are different, and 
giving students ownership in finding the tool that works best for their brain is really empowering.” – GHAPS Teacher

GHAPS Instructional Coaches (from left to right) - Laurel Pellegrom, Katie Ingram, Elizabeth Gervais, Sara Cooke, Lyndsey Bensel 
and Elyse Taylor.

GHSF Impact Grants Increase 
Student Achievement Across 
the District



It’s easy to give.
Mail check: 
Grand Haven Schools Foundation
PO Box 272
Grand Haven, MI 49417

Visit online:  ghsf.org/DONATE

TOGETHER
Join the GHSF Community Partners Program
 
As a Community Partner, you will receive benefits and broad 
recognition throughout the Grand Haven district. Are you 
ready to make a big impact and show your commitment 
to area students and staff? Contact Sue Bays, Executive 
Director, at sbays@ghsf.org with any questions.

YOUR support will directly impact PreK through 12th 
grade students of Grand Haven Area Public Schools by 
helping fund the following:

•	 Preschool Scholarships
•	 Mini Grants for Teachers
•	 Field Trip Grants (Title 1 Schools)
•	 New Teacher Classroom Library Grants
•	 District Impact Grants

To learn more, become a Community 
Partner or to make a donation, 
visit our website: GHSF.org

Rune and Megan Akselberg
Thomas Alguire (in memory of 
	 Mary Kay Alguire)
Allied Moulded Products Inc
Amerhart
American Legion Auxiliary – Charles A Conklin
	 Unit 28
Cynthia and Donald Anderson Fund
Don F. Anderson
Ron and Nancy Anderson
architektura
Jeff and Susan Bays (in honor of Jane Weldon)
Carol Bedford (in memory of Michael 
	 Buell Bedford)
Tom and Julie Billups, D.D.S. (in memory of Jack
	 and Deanne Billups)
Bruce Bishop
Gary and Mary Bishop
James and Christine Bleicher
BlueWest Properties
Danielle Borrelli
Bosgraaf Construction
Richard Brink
Jill Buchholz
Butch’s Beach Burritos
Chris-Tina Fund
Nancy Clark (in honor of Linda and Ron Lukasik)
Toni Clay (in memory of Carole Susterich
	 Blecksmith, Class of 1960)
Ryan and Amy Dalman
Joe and Lisa Danicek
Dave and Sue Davis
Martha Erickson (in honor of Lana Jacobson)
Steve and Mary Jane Evink
Ken and Jan Formsma
GHHS Class of 1953 Endowment Fund 
	 (in memory of Marjorie Kane, Russell Creasy,
	 Geraldine Holzinger)
JB and Kathy Gilleland (in memory of Pat Twa)
Grand Haven High School Class of 1953 Fund
	 (a component fund of GHACF)
Grand Haven High School Class of 1963
Jay and Patti Greer
Therese Hansen
Mary Hardy (in memory of Barbara Connolly)
Haworth Helps
Max and Mary Hoffman (in honor of Linda 
	 and Ron Lukasik)
Mary Helen Hoffmeyer (in memory of Earl 
	 H Babcock and E Paul Babcock)
Steve and Susan Holmes (in honor of 
	 Tiffany Zappa)
Katie Ingram
Dr. Susan Ivey
J. E. Kloote Contracting Inc
Edit Jacobson
Lindsay Jacobson
Nelson C. and Lana Jacobson Fund 
	 (of the GHACF)
Jon and Betsy Jellema
David and Maxine Kolb
Keith and Patti Konarska
Jeff and Kelly Kurburski
Lakeshore Visual Arts Collective
Barbara Lambourne
Ken and Sue Larson
John and Nancy Lepard
Donna Jean Lock
Lumbermen’s

let’s make a difference. 

Thank you Donors!
(FY 2023-2024)

Debra and Robert Mann Family Fund (of the
	 GHACF, in honor of Eliza and Arlo Corder)
Janine McClain 
Rachel McFall
Kathleen McGuire
Anne and Larry McLaughlin
Darell and Phyllis Moreland
Motio Business Technology
Dean Nash
Northwestern Mutual
Norton Packaging Corp
Kathleen Pedersen
Anita Pellegrom (in memory of Frank Such)
Laurel Pellegrom 
Eric Peterson
Pliant Plastics Foundation Fund 
	 (of the GHACF)
R.A. Holmes Construction Inc
R.B. Annis Educational Foundation
John Michael Ratchford
Brandon and Alexis Reame
Jason and Jennifer Reinecke
Gail Anne (Rypkema) Reisterer (in memory
	 of Dr. Willard M and Kathryn Rypkema)
Lisa Ringley (in honor of the Grand Haven
	 High School Class of 1980)
Dan and Carol Scanlan (in memory of 
	 Sandy Huber)
Scholten Fant
Mike Secory (in honor of the Grand 
	 Haven High School Class of 1960)
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sherwood
John Sluka (in honor of the Grand Haven
	 High School Class of 1961)
Pat and Amanda Sorrelle
Leon Stille
Dirk and Denise Stone
Dirk Stone Real Estate Group
Brian and Marisol Stork
Straight Line Design
Chris and Kristi Streng
Holly Streng
Sabina Streng
Ruth Suchecki (in honor of Brandon
	 Suchecki - GHHS English Teacher)
June Swart (in memory of Robert Swart)
Tim and Nikki Tiefenbach
The Tribune Lofts LLC
The Unicorn Tavern (in memory of
	 Mackenzie Ann Boyd)
Chris and Erin Van Schoick
Anthony & Monica Verplank 
	 Thriving Communities Fund
Verplank Donor Advised Fund
	 (of the GHACF)
Jim and Heather Walsh 
	 (in memory of Maureen Madden)
Robert and Jane Weldon
Jared and Stacia Werksma
Louann and Henry Werksma
Tom and Mary Wood
Sharon Yonker (in memory of Marci Yonker)
Bob Zitta (in memory of Mary Zitta)

All anonymous donors

BECOME A DONOR

Become a Community Partner! 

THANK YOU to our new GHSF 
Community Partners! 

NEW!



Thank you for your support! 
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Grand Haven Schools Foundation

The Foundation continues to increase its impact each year and the 2023-2024 school year was no exception. 
Providing over $125,000 in grant funds, last year was the Foundation’s biggest giving year to date. 

GHSF is proud to support five grant initiatives which directly impact student learning and help support area 
teachers as they provide a first-class education.

	 •	 Mini Grants for Teachers
	 •	 Field Trip Grants (Title 1 Schools)
	 •	 New Teacher Classroom Library Grants
	 •	 District Impact Grants
	 •	 Preschool Scholarships

To learn more about the Foundation and GHSF grants, visit GHSF.org.

Thank you to our donors who make these grants possible! Together, making a difference.

Grant Celebration Day! GHSF Awards Over

$125,000Granted Wishes
in

Nominations will be accepted online at GHSF.org now through March 30, 2025. 



Grant Celebration Day! GHSF Awards Over

The Grand Haven High School Hall of Fame —hosted by the Grand Haven Schools Foundation—was established in 2008 to 
honor exceptional graduates and those who have served the school district. Do you know an outstanding individual or team 

you would like to nominate for the 2025 Hall of Fame?

Save the date! 
GHHS Hall of Fame Dinner & Ceremony

Saturday, October 25, 2025
Spring Lake Country Club

I. Cultural/Performing Arts:
This individual will be recognized for achievement in the cultural, visual, or performing arts and/or contributions 
to the promotion of cultural activities on a local, state or national level.
 
II. Athletic Accomplishments:
This individual or team (one female or all girls’ team and one male or all boys’ team chosen) will be recognized 
for outstanding athletic accomplishments while attending GHHS/CHS and/or at the college, semi-professional, 
or professional levels.
 
III. Academic/Career Accomplishments:
This individual will be recognized for achievement in his or her profession, which has resulted in a direct and 
significant impact in their field. He or she has demonstrated unique talents and/or accomplishments.
 
IV. Service to the Grand Haven Area Public Schools/Society:
This individual is recognized for service to the Grand Haven Area Public Schools or to society by sustained 
example or contribution, and by serving as a major influence in the lives of Grand Haven students or in the 
community/society through acts of leadership.
 
V. Honorary Award for Service to GHAPS:
This individual is recognized for special contributions and service to Grand Haven Area Public Schools and its 
students. This candidate does not have to be a graduate of Grand Haven High School/Central High School.

Fall 2024

2025NOMINATIONS
NOW OPEN!

Nominations will be accepted online at GHSF.org now through March 30, 2025. 

To learn more about the GHHS Hall of Fame 
or to submit a nomination, visit GHSF.org.



P.O. Box 272    |    Grand Haven, MI 49417

Looking for a teacher gift?
Your donation(s) can be given in honor (or memory) of someone 
special. Honor a teacher or administrator today and let them 
know the impact they make on students’ lives every day.

All gifts will help the Foundation’s mission to support a quality 
education for area students and staff of Grand Haven Area 
Public Schools.

YOUR gift makes a world of difference. Thank you!

Checks can be mailed to:
Grand Haven Schools Foundation
P.O. Box 272
Grand Haven, MI 49417

Please contact Sue Bays, Executive Director, at sbays@ghsf.org 
for more details. 

Scan the QR code 
or visit

ghsf.org/donate-now


